The review will be based on risk assessment and take account of current practice and procedures, and cost and benefit to the NHS of current and alternative practices.
Recommendations to the health minister should be practical and achievable, and take account of current and planned health and safety laws.
Paul Hopson

Falkirk
Patient's wishes are paramount in resuscitation
My partner had a heart attack 18 months ago and he found it really distressing to be observed by his loved ones at his most vulnerable -you cannot get more vulnerable than lying bare chested and intubated on a resuscitation trolley.
RCN Congress passed a resolution on developing guidelines on witnessing resuscitation, but the debate centred around the needs and wishes of the relatives. I would add that the wishes of the patient should be paramount and it should be noted that not everyone would want their family to be present. While I realise the difficulty of obtaining such information, it is essential that the patient's perspective is considered in any guidelines.
Sarah Dodsworth
Catford
Who has the right to judge another's life?
Why is it that if anyone dares to criticise initiatives that lead to health workers snooping into their patients' private lives, they are accused of condoning acts such as domestic violence (Letters April 5)? It's much like the accusation that anyone who believes in free speech must be a racist.
It worries me that a new generation of professionals will be trained to believe that they have the right to judge the dynamics of someone's private life and will spend most of their time telling (sorry, advising) people how to behave towards one another rather than providing health care.
Not so long ago I was shocked by an NVQ assignment a healthcare assistant was doing on 'elder abuse' and how to look for signs of it. (Sound familiar?) I suppose anyone like me who objects to this will be accused of condoning violence towards elderly people. This type of emotional blackmail is being used to stifle debate and should be challenged strongly.
Linda Payne
Kent
All students suffer the same hardships
Having read Charlotte Clark's letter concerning degree students and their financial hardship (Letters April 5), I feel compelled to respond with facts about the diploma course. We might get our uniform free, but we can only claim travel expenses while on placement, and then only if the distance travelled exceeds our normal journey to college. I know students who travel over
